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Uuiluets Notice.

| At tb<' business of ttl>> ITukin IKtabnshnieM,In view of the proposed
rlukngo In IU terms, wIN Do rnuilumed strictly ua > cash basts, all
agem-loa for the cottnotiou of subscription.-! fur the Union are dlacen
tmued -Vo paymeub. should be made to Agents after Ibis date, ex

pi to Mr. W U. IjpoiOuiU, Jr. wbols authorised to make collectloon
in Peiswaro, Maryland, slid Yirgtbu.

tVaauudTux, Murcb 'id, tub*..If.
Tin- foregoing notice Is not intended to Include any agents or cotloe

torn thai we now employ or hove 'nieKXarr employ ed iu this i lly, hut
tti no only who have performed such service iu other purp. ol the
c lutrjf. Aif 'ill. If

THE FOOT OFFICE UKPAKTMKNT AND m CON
TKACTOKS.

The Washington corresnondent of the Pennavlva-
f nia inquirer appears to be wonderfully exercised

with respect to the embarrassments of the l'ost Of-
lice Department.so much so, indeed, as to distress
himself with the thought that to remove them the
President may be led to violate the laws he hea
sworn to execute. Hut, atier all, perhaps the danger
is not so imminent as our worthy friend imagines.
His fearB may not be well founded ; and, if not, it
will be but an act of humanity to dissipate them.

11 Let us see.

In the absence of appropriations for the postal
service, caused, we still assert, by tire factious
course pursued by the republican party iij Congress,

(it is proposed to give each contractor an official
statement of the amount due him from the government,upon which ho may, if need he, realize the
means to enable him to execute his contract. Hut
this correspondent objects to this arrangement on

the ground that it will fail to accomplish tho desiredobject, because " the transfer of any such certifiedaccount or claim is prohibited by law, and
Sthat it would be absolutely null and void." In supportof this assumption lie quotes the first section
of the act 26th of February, 1853, "to prevent frauds
upon the treasury of the United States," which does,

1 indeed, in severe terms, prohibit the transfer or asisignment "of any claim upon the United States," and

j then adds :

[ " Now what kind of security would these audited and
j certified amounts be in the hands of a third person, when
1 the law declares that any transfer or assignment of any

claim upon the United States, and all orders, powers ol
> attorney, or other authorities lor receiving payment of
> any such claim, shall be absolutely null and void, unless
Ifreely given after the warrant for it* /m/mml ha* been issued ?

I"As 1 have before said, such audited and certified accountswould be worth no more ill the hands of an us

slgnee or third party than so much white paper. It is
evident, then, that mail contractors cannot rely on their
certified amounts to aid them in transporting the mail
from the 1st of July until the meeting of Congress, unless
moneyed men are willing to taku their honor as security
for advances made on these certified amounts, for the
latter are no leyal security whatever."

r f 1,,. ,u rhof «l,a In >-ofW,-n,1 tn or. ft.,,-1 to

passage, received a construction different from thai
now suggested, and that, too, from an official whose

| judgment upon such matters must command the respectof the correspondent himself. At any rate,
Mr. Whittlesey's construction of the Btatuto has
siuce been constantly followed, as we believe, and
it is so manifestly just and proper that no mortal

jman ever before found fault with it so far as is known.
We presume to express our couvictiou that even

the correspondent alluded to has, as an attorney,
drawn money from the treasury repeatedly under
it, without ever dreaming that he was guilty of doing
a wrong. That our readers may understand this subjectthoroughly, wo quote at some length from the
circular prepared by the First Comptroller of the

; Treasury (Mr. Whittlesey) some six years ago, and
Iwhich is doubtless still in force ;

1"11. The word claim lias been sometimes used in i

i vague manner, as including all personal demands ; but
the moat general scuae in which it is used, and the on<
(but is moat accurate, limits it to demands that are dis
puted or uncertain in their nature. A debt admitted to
be duo, or evidenced by a judgment, bond, piomissorj
note, hill of exchange, or oilier instrument in writing,
the execution and validity of which is not disputed, is ol
a higher nature than a mere claim. Uncertain diunoget
arising from a tort, or from the violation of a contract,

; constitute a claim, not a debt. The rights of American
citizens to compensation for injuries received from tin

1 French government prior to the treaty for the purcliasi
of Louisiana are usually spoken of us French claims. R<
also the claims of American citizens for injuries received
from the government of Mexico prior to the late war,
which were adjudicated by commissioners, wore property
called claims, and bad not the certainty and essential

«rn/vfjai* nf dnlda 'I'liA rlnimu nf rift7j>nc in/Inmnt.

| tied for depredations committed upon tliein by Indians
S are properly called claims, and could not with propriety!i be called debts. 80 pensions and bounties subsequently

granted to persons who have served in war, though found
? ed on. equitable considerations, yet they did not consti

tutc legal debts, and the right to the pension or bountyI granted is hut a claim, and not a debt.
5"12. A salary account is not strictly and correctlyj speaking a claim it is 11 demand of a higher nature, and

of more dcliuito and certain character than a mere
claim ; it constitutes a debt. So also an account for any
other services rendered in pursuance of law, or rendered
under a contract made in pursuance of law, constitutes :i

debt, and not a more claim. So also an account for ma
teriais, provisions, and supplies of any kind, furnished
for any of the departments of the government in pursu
anco of a coutract legally made, constitutes a debt of 11

higher nature than a mere claim, but if the party claims
an extra allowance beyond what the law or the terms of

ithe contract give htm, founded on equitable considerations,such as the diliiculty of the service, the alleged
hardness of the contract, and the insufficiency of the
compensation, the amount claimed as an extra allowance
Is properly a claim, and not a debt. If a dispute arises
in relation to the commencement or termination of a

salary, the annual amount of which is fixed by law, and
tho accounting officers disallow a portion of the demand,
the amount so disallowed becomes a mere claim. 80 in
relation to other accounts ; when the accounting officers
net upon an accouut, disallow some of the items as ille|gnl or overcharged, and allow the remainder, the iterm

I no disallowed lose the character of a debt, and become a

fmere claim.
I " 13. The dividing lino between debtsaud more claims

I is observed with tolerable accuracy in prescribing tho duItie* of committees In Congress. It is the business of the
ICommittee of Ways and Means to bring in hills to provideI for the payment of all debts due from the United Htates,I as well as for tho ordinary current expenses of the gov[ eminent, and to pay all such claims as have been recog! nised hv law: that committee has nothing to do with
claims which the laws do not recognise as legal and ex
/sting. On the contrary, claims for uncertain damagos,
for extra compensations, for pensions, and for depreda
tions, trespasses, and injuries, are usually referred to the
Committee on Claims, and other committees designatedI Jiy the rules, to examine, report upon, and bring in bill
for the payment of such sums as the appropriate commitI tee may deeni jest.

" 14. It has bceu customary for salary officers, contractors,and other creditors of the United States, to
; draw orders or drafts on tire government, which they noli'..tiatc and thin, realise tic- amount due (MB MfeN

the accounts arc passed 'Phi* is often a great com,
nicnce to persons living at a distance, on the Pacific
iciaat, or anywhere west of the Mississippi. Salaries arc

, I>aid quarterly, but the account for a quarter cannot l«
jMissed until after the end of the quarter. Heretofore

ii «I rafts have been frequently drawn for a quarter's salary.
or for a portion of it, and sent here before the end of theI quarter and when so received, the account has been
p i>sod, and the warrant issued to the owner of the draft
as the assignee of the salary. If the statute of February
hut should be applied to salary accounts, no such drafts
could he drawn until after the end of the quarter, after
the account was passed, and a warrant on the trcssurei

|| issued for the payment thereof. The result would lie,
that many officers would be compelled to wait from itO
to 60 days after the end of each quarter In order to receivewarrants on the treasurer, or the treasurer's

P

ilniltn, befojftheifloulji#icufcc uu^! portion ontelr saiuryand the delAy ami inconvenience to aianyouiitrae
torn, cradiMH, aid employe* ot Ue govefnmsitf, vooaltl
be still gieutci. I do not believe tnat Coligie**lliteiitfcd
that the statute should be applied to auy such cases.

" 15. What was the evil fur which the remedy was

designer] f A reference to the terms of those statutes,
and the pructiee of agent* In prosecuting claims before
Congress, indicate the evil, and the object of the remedy.
Agents were in the habit of getting general powers of
atto.ney to prosecute before Congress or the departments
uncertain and doubtful claifns, and to obtain turd receive
the amount which might he allowed upon theat; and in
many distances assignments were obtained of largo claims
for very small sums from persons not knowing their
lights. In such rases unsuspecting persons were pul
into the hands and power of sharp and cunning agents
and shrewd unscrupulous speculators the claimant often
had no menus of protecting himself against the false
representations and deceptions of agents and purchasers,
and the agent might misrepresent the amount collected.
Hence the requirement that the power of attorney, draft,
assignment, or transfer should refer to the statute under
which the claim is allowed, and that the amount due
should be ascertained, and a warrant issued for the same,
before «uy Snob power of attorney, draft, transfer, or assignmentcan be legally made. It is obvious that this
is required by the statute in order that the claimant may
fully understand the extent of his rights, and the amount
allowed to him, before he can legally assign or transfer
the sauie, or authorise any other person to receive the
amount. Hut uo such precaution is necessary in relation
to salary accounts, accounts for services rendered, or suppliesfurnished, or for any other form of debt, abont the
amount of which there bus never beeu any dispute, 'l'he
ofiicer or creditor iu all such cases knows the precise
amount, or very nearly the amount, due him and no

good cuii arise, but oltcn very great inconvenience and
evil, from imposing on him icstrietions in relation to the
time and mode of transferring and assigning the same,
or of making powers of attorney for the receipt thereof."

Paragraphs 16. 17, and 18 of tho circular relate to

certain payments to soldiers and sailors, and need
not be presented iu this connexion.

" post orriea iikpabthsnt.
" 19. In making payment to a contractor for transportingthe mail, no warrant is issued iu his name. The

contractors collect of the postmasters, or they draw orderson the department, or tha department sends them
drafts, according to the circumstances of the case. Collectionsfrom postmasters are generally by the carriers, on
authority given by tbe contractors, the department having
designated the offices from which collections are to lie
made.

" 20. Orders are drawn by mail contractors to pay for
expenses necessarily to bo incurred in transporting the
mail, and generally to obtain a credit in advance. They
are lodged by the drawee or assignee with the auditor,
to bo paid when due, if the department shall theilbe indebtedto tlie contractor."
Wo also pass over paragraphs 22, 23, and 24, and

couie to the conclusion, which reads thus :

" 25. My conclusion is, that ordinniy debts and accountsagainst tire government, which have been legally
contracted and never disputed, are not claims within the
meaning of those statutes, and that the statutes do not
apply to them, but apply to uncertain drmages and
losses, extra allowances, pensions, equitable demands,
claims for tho correction of alleged errors, claims for a

return or ropuymctit of duties, items of account which
have been rejected, or arc disputed, and such classes of
cases as are usually referred to tho Committee on Claims,
and to comiaittecB othpr than the Copnnittee of Ways
and Means."

It will bo seen, then, that the law docs not forbid
tho assignment of a debt tho exact amount of which
lias been ascertained. It merely prohibits tbe transferof claims, tbe amount of which lias not been ascertained,and this it does for tbe protection of tbe
claimants, who, otherwise, for a nominal considerationami in utter ignorance of their legal rights,
would be liable to part with large interests to men

unprincipled enough to buy them on such terms.

If this be so, wts think tbe mail contractors can

'rely on their certified uinoiuitH lo aid Uieai in

transporting the mails," for " moneyed men" will
not be obliged simply " to take their honor as securityfor advances made on these cerIitied amounts"
as they will for a fair consideration become the actualowners of " specific debts of record against the
United StatoH," which the government will be bound
to pay.
Wo trust, then, this correspondent will dismiss

his fears, and once more allow himself to turn his attention
to the noble enterprise in which lie is already

understood to have been so successfully engaged.?
that of resuscitating the old whig party.

" ' Jimmy Jonks.'.The announcement that ex-GovernorJones, of Tennessee, is supi>orthig the nomination and
election of John Netlierland as the opposition candidate
for governor of that State is significant of the future
course of the groat body of those old-line whigs who supportedBuchanan and the democracy. As they helped to
put in power the most profligate administration the countryhas ever had, the term 'returning /rrodignh' may well
be applied to them. AVe ho|>e that they have had a surfeitof modern democracy."
We clip the above, from the Georgia Chronicle and

Sentinel, an opposition paper, to remind our readers
that this same "Jimmy Jones" is the identical individualthat was heralded last summer as slumping
the State of Illinois in fayur of tljo ye-election of SenatorDouglas. The southern democracy will understandfrom this how far, and to what extent, sympathywith the anti-Leeonipton faction at the North
corresponds with the same feeling for the success of
the democratic party in the South. At the North,
the sympathizers with Judge Douglas claimed to be
as good democrats as could bo found anywhere.
From tho position of the lato senator from Tennessee,
however, it scorns that the opposition was more vital
than a mere difference of opinion with the administrationon the Lecompton question. We opine that
thjs is only the beginning of the developments that
will take place, in showing tho hydra-lieaded monsterthat is to come out of this rebellion against the

democrat}', from which the administration would
have saved the party. It is not yet too lato to profit
by the sagacity and wisdom that the administration
exhibited on that occasion, by rallying around the
old standard, and renewing our vows upon
that time-honored altar, which is the only true

and safe one for tho honest worshippers of constitutionalliberty. The present incumbent, Gov.
Karris, and again tho candidate of tho democraticparty for that oflieo in Tennessee, is as

true as any man in the North or South. The conventionthat nominated him endorsed tho administration,which it seems calls forth opposition from
those who have heretofore supported it- We should
like to know how thoso of our friends, at tho North,
that have boon misled by the course of sonio of tho
northern democrats, appreciate amalgamation with
an old-fashioned, federal, nnti-Jackson, John Hull

whig for governor of Tennessee, in tho place of one

whose democracy was never questioned, and whoso
veneration for Jackson was never doubted. These
evidences of rebellion against the democratic partyaredifferent in different sections. In Tennessee it
manifests itself in a direct, bold advocacy of tlio opposition.In Pennsylvania it attempts to play upon
tbo credulity of the public, by getting up a bogus
convention to indicate a division in tho party, when
really no such division exists. Tliey all tond, however,to the same object by the defeat of the democracy,and should meet with the same decided denunciation.'

l.VA C<iVRATJOX OF sua TEUU.iNVEl'#; KAIL t
HOAb

This railroad was formally inaugurated at HuiloUpac,
a few mile* from Tebuantepec, on the 5th ult. The at-
tendance was large, .ami the proceedings were Interesting.
Among the speeches delivered was the following by Fen-
utor Flldell, so well known to our citisens :

" The woik which we uie about to commence," Mr. b
...ud, -'u. one fraught with such important oneoqucuoc*
and one destined to exercise such u beneficial influence
over the future, not only of the two tialei lepublic*
of the United Mates and Mexico, but alao, in a uieae-

ure, of the world at large, that its value and importancecan hardly be overestimated. The undertaking
which, iu our humble way, we are now initiating, uml
which, with the bit-suing of Providence, we hope to

carry out to a successful Issue, is one of great diAiculty
uud labor, requiring the outluy of u large capital and
calling for the display of the highest powers of science.
It is another step forward in the march of civilisation
up 111 till- .lutliiciit .mother link U'LUea to tin- golden
chain which is to bind together the scattered uieinliers
of the great hutuau brotherhood. Experience hus
shown lis that wheu men are kept a|Mirt, wiiether by im
passable luouutoins, or desert plains, or tcni(>ektuous
oceans, they are liable to form mistaken ideas, and to
entertain unfounded prejudices against inch other lint
that, when once Luouglit together, whether for the purposesof commerce or of social intercourse, they soon
learn to discard such nnrrow and mistaken notions, and
to cultivate u friendly feeling towards the good men of
othsr countries and of other races. This work has
brought us hero together from widely-distant places
from the United States, from France, from Knglund,
from Germany.for the purpose of co-oiwrating in the
ojiening of a new, a short, a safe and pleasant avenue
to the various nations and races who dwell ujioii
the Pacific borders and upon the shores of the Atlantio.Through and by this new route, the inhabitantsof the North uud of the Koutli, of the Kast and
of the West the European and the Asiatic, the Americanand tire Mexican, the Chilian, the Peruvian, the
Sktiidwich Islander, tire Malay, the Chinaman and the
Australian, will come together uud become better acquaintedwith each other. When this railroad shall be
completed the distance between the Atluntic and the IV
cilio will lie crossed in six hours, and in some cases in four,
without inconvenience, and without dunger, through a

most beautiful, fertile, and salubrious region. This is,
then, a work in which all are interested, foreigners us

well as Mexican* and Americans. Before the cv uiplctiou
of the work, which we are now begiuning under the
noonday splendor of a tropical sun, there may, and must
l>e, some dark bonis. There may be obstacles to encounterfrom which even bold men might shrink ; hut
let us hope for strength to surmount them, and trust that
every gloomy doubt may, like our own shadows of this
hour, be cast beneath our feet. And us such an undertakingcannot he carried successfully through without the
protection and the Messing of Heaven 1 now call upon
our respected guest the Rev. Pother Mauriclo Lopez, to
invoke the Divine benediction upon this, the beginning
of the work upon the railroad of the Louisiana TehuuntopecCompany."

POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE.

The New York Daily News, of the 31st. alt., gives the

following notice of a Democratic meeting in Brooklyn:
"A large and enthusiastic meeting was held last eveningat the City Hull park, Brooklyn, to ratify the Democraticnominations made for city officers. It was an old

fashioned out pouring of the Democracy, uud argues well
for success. Mayor Powell is deservedly popular in
Brooklyn, and will be re-elected by a large majority, notwithstandingthe efforts of the Tribune to defeat him.
Lot the Democracy once more come together as a unit,
and we have no fear of tin; result, la-t all fecliugs of resentmentor disappointments bo forgotten, and victory!
alone the watchword, and your triumph is certain.'what
can be done must be."
The New London (Conn.) Daily Star, speaking of Col.

Baker, the democratic candidate for Congress in that district,says:
"The Chronicle wants to know what Col. Baker has

done? We'll tell you, neighbor. He has spent a life of
honorable devotion to Ids country. He Iiuh been ready,
not only to tight its o]>en and avowed enemies in urms,
but those who are plotting destruction of the liberties ol
the country from within its borders jVp'll tell you
another good thing he did.viz (rial a fellow by (he ti ime

of John C. Frcmmt Is.fore a court martial, which was one

of the best acts of his life."
The New Haven (Conn.) Daily Register, of the 30th,

ult., states that lion. John Cochrane, of N. Y., and
Senator Lane, of Oregon, were in tliut city, and would
address the democracy that night.

u>.\<;rrxs am> run /:/./:<th>x or its mum
VERS.

[From the Wilmington (X. C.) Journal, March 31.]
Wo think that recent events must have drawn public

attention to the fact that for a portion of every other
year there is actually no Congress of the United States.
So far as Nortli Carolina is concerned, there are no representativesbetween the tourth of March and the first
Thursday in August. The President of tire United States
could not call Congress together without manifest injusticeto many of the States from which no delegations
have been chosen. This fact, indeed, influenced the administrationin deciding not to call an extra session this
summer.

'l itis state of things is bad enough at any time, but
might be disastrous indeed in the event of a war breakingout in Europe, or the occurrence of hostilities direct
cd against us by any foreign power. In this State there
is, we believe, a power vested in the governor to ordci
elections in certain eases, intended, jrerlraps, to meet such
an emergency ; hut in several of the States whore electionsare held in the same year no such provision exists.

It is true that, generally speaking, the fall before the
regular meeting of a new Congress is time enough to
elect representatives, and it is desirable that these representative#should conic as fresh from the people us possible; still It cannot be denied that tlj'erp ti;is great objectionto late elections, that for a great part of the time
the State hm actually no delegation. no congressmen
authorized to represent her interests on the floor of the
lower house of the federal legislature.
Wo think time and experience have shown the expediency,indeed the necessity, of having elections in all the

States for members of the new Congress before the term
of the members of (lie old one shall have expired, thus
obviating the difficulties which now exist, and which
might paralyze the whole operations of our federal machinery.
We know that there may he urged this practical objertin against holding elections for Congress in this State

before the ex piracy of the old Congress, that, it would
throw such elections into the same year with those for
governor and members of the State legislature ; hut this
1.7 11.11, l.ll Ilin.lJlCII.llIO.l.l'jVVUV. UJ c»I.J .......It., V..Uexperienceof other States shows.

yft >vould like to see this matter discussed hy the press
generally. ft cap b*vf) no party phayacter, and we think
the reasou of tlio tiling will lie apparent to a/1"

TIIE sr. LOUIS DEMOCRACY.

[Krom tliu St. IxiiiU Louder, Murcli 2#.j
litst night tlie city was literally swarming with democratsmarching with torchlights, transparencies, and

music, to the rendezvous at Mozart Hall. The meeting
was held in the open air, at the corner of Fifth and
Broadway, and was one of the largest and most enthusiasticever held in this city. Bogy, Barret, Bowlin and
others addressed the multitude. If proof were wanting
to demonstrate the Interest and enthusiasm of the |ieople
to the coining election the meeting last night was sutticlent.
The Americans held a sort of meeting near the Mound

Kngine House, and succeeded in raising a crowd of about
a hundred by firing a ennnon on top of the Big Mound an

hour or two and burning a couple of tar barrels. The
black republicans, also, done a little in the way of "ratification"in the rotunda of the court-house. 'These lat
ter meetings were small, taine affairs, and utterly lackingin the enthusiasm which animates the democratic
masses. They evidently feel gloomy and desponding,
and anticipate the defeat which awaits them.

Spruit Choc of Iioiisiaka..Mr. Chauiponpirs's Re-
poitoi inroiigai III liuuwimn .« ji...
bhows the entire product to be i|65,QOt> hogsheads.

Tlio crop each yoar for the last ten year* was as fojlowe(
Hints. H|«Ii.

Crop or 1840 447.028 Crop of 18M 848,835
Crop of I860 211,201 Crop of 1866 281,428
Crop of 1851 238,647 Crop Of 186# 7MT*
Crop of 1152 #21.034 (top of 18*7 .,,,207.607
Crop of 1H68 449,824 (top of 1*68,, DM/KM
From the above it will be seen that tlie crop of 1858

is the largest one made during the ten years, except that
for the year 1853. Cincinnati Price Currant,

RER1'1'lATIOA Ot I UK UOOUS CALL iX>K A
DKMOCKA Fit' RTATS tUfirSSTUUi Lf t'KS.\~
ATI. VA-MA.

[Frotu I lie Philadelphia fuuiutylvnuMO, April l.J
A geiitli-niuu from Dt-luw.iro county intoriiiK ua that

tb« iuuik* ot Tboe. 1 jveraiilge, tC. U. Miuaball, and Jauu»
Jiltl'li* |)Uli|ihlKki ill UiO 1 iOMM Ol Al«>U«lliy lUhl, iUi

to the call, were lined without their authority tiiul these
well ure unwilling to be understood an favoring continueddW'-Tf -'inalmn ui the party, liniply because of some

(Mel ami gom issue. Our Uiforiuunt also assuics us that
several, whose names are given iu tlie Press, are known
la having belonged to the ''dark-lantern" order, and
that P. Unker, W. liinksou, J. H. lliukaon, J, J, Mich
uian, and others of them, were openly against the party
lust full, mid that the two lliukaon have been in the
practice of voting against democratic candidates.
The Oreeusbuig (Westmoreland county) Democrat says

it has the authority of (leu. Win. A. Htokes for ("lying
tlnit Ids uaiiw lias been signed to the bogus call (of Forney& Go.) without his knowledge and without any intimationfrom him.
The following lelter will axpluin itself :

Gkrmantown, March 30, 1859.
Kdtfor of the I'eunsylvanian : <

Dear Sir 1 was much amused in looking owr the
1*1 ess, a day or two ago, to see the call of the bogus conventionto tie held at Harrishurg, April 13, signed, as it
said, by democrats. Home of the gentlemen ure democrats,but did not authorize any one to put their names

there, and now publicly denounce the slander. Others
voted the democratic ticket when they hud an intercut iu
doing so, and not without. And in a letter purporting
to come from Gerraautown, denouncing the act of the
State convention just held at Hnrrisburg, 1 tiud my name,
which I openly pronounce a forgery, as I never put it
there, nor authorized any one else to do it for mc. As to
tiie active men of the party hereabouts, I think 1 know
tliem all, and have not yet heard tiie that man say that
he approved holding the bogus convention. Men that
voted last fall with the opposition can do what they
please, as they have not the syui[iuthy of the democrats,
nor will they ever hnve mine.

Respectfully, yours,
THOMAH McDOWKLL.

THE FROSl'Eif IN CONNECTICUT.

[Prom the Hartford (Conn.) Times, March 31.]
Our advices from every part of the State are full of cucourageinent.The democrats are everywhere full of enthusiasm,and wide awake. At nearly all jioints we hear

of acquisitions to our ranks and never, since tire days
of Thomas H. Heyiaoi'" for governor, have the masses of
the party been animated by a better feeling, or oheered
on by more hopeful prospects, tliun they ave at the presenttime The party are wide iiwukc, and are up and
doing. People everywhere feel that we have hud enough
of black-republican rule, and they go for a charge.
Tne party that has squandered the people's money, throwu
the State $100,000 in debt, and relied upon bleeding Kansisto sustain itself, is suffering a tiying ordeal at the bar
of public opinion, and its leaders aro trembling with apprehensionfor the result. Conscious of the weakness of
their cause before the people they are resorting to the
lavisli and corrupt use of money to save themselves, and
they are plying it this week without stint. They arc also
guilty of attempting to coerce luhoring men in their em
ploy, l>y threatening to discharge them if they do not
vote the black-republican ticket Hut the indications are

that all will not avail them, and the prospect is that the
right will sustain itself against the force of money and
power. Democrats! the skies are bright ! One and all to
the work of Monday !

LECTURE OF HEN. SHIELDS UPON MEXICO.

We copy from the Baltimore American tho following
remarks of (Senator Shields, delivered before the Catholic
institute of Hultimorc on Monday last :

" The subject of tho lecture was Mexico. We can give
but a brief reference to the leading ideas of his address,
lie commenced by describing the physical characteristics
of Mexico, (lie beauty of the country, the variety of the
climate, from the heats of the torrid zone to the regions
of perpetual snow. Any plant which could grow in any
other country could grow in Mexico ; any animal which
could live in any other country could live in Mexico.

" The speaker alluded to the conquest of the country
by Spain the Humans of those times. He tielieveil that
the report* of history concerning the vast empire and advancedcivilization of the country when conquered were

greatly exaggerated, lie had seen much of Mexico. From
Halo Alto under General Taylor, then under (Jen. Wool,
and finally under Gen. Scott from Vera Cruz to the city
of Mexico. Ho knew also what Indians were. He hud
lived among or next neighbor to them half bis life, and
he had found in Mexico live millions of inhabitants who
were neither more nor less (ban our Indians, softened by
climate, somewhat civilized, gentle, and in their manner
temperate and f ugul, but still Indians, and ho amid not
believe their ancestors hod ever possessed the high degreeof civilization attributed to them by Spanish historians.The accusation that the Spaniards had exterminatedtho natives was also untrue. They conquered,
subdued, but did not exterminate them. With the Spaniard,the propagation of his faith was tiro chief object.
He cuinc with the sword in one hand and the cross in
the other. He plundered, for all soldiers of that day
were plunderers, ipid exposed not the priests or the devoteesof tho Indian God ; but that he c iterminated the
people was not true, for there they are still, but slightly
changed perhaps from those who dwelt in Mexico at the
lauding of (lortea.
"The lecturer spoke of the struggle which resulted in

freeing Mexico from Spain. They adopted our form of
government; the model was good, but probably it was
too far advanced for them. The revolution was succeeded
by two parties who contended for the upwiery. They
were founded upon Masonic distinctions. One parly was

tile so-called Scotch Masons, the other the York Masons.
Tin; former comprised the more respectable and intelligentehts>C8 .men for inducing immigration of tlie
stronger European races. The York Masons were

the natives; they called the other tho foreign party;
they were for keeping " Mexico for tho Mexicans." Unfortunately,they prevailed. They expelled forty thou
n'inil Kmini:irds from tho coui.trv Tills cross act of in-
Justice did not pium unpunished, for the men who could
he thus unjust towards others could not l>e just among
themselves, and Mexico has ever smco tyxaj the ljuld of
anarchy.
"The lecturer would not point out what rhould bo the

policy of.our country relative to the acquisition of Mexi.
co, but he would say he was opposed to fillibusteriug. If
we did take it all, wo should take it by a national and
open act. He spoke of the riches of Mexico, and pointed
out that country and South Atactica its the future Indies
of the United States.
"The lecturer altjo gave a highly interesting sketch of

the captures of the city of Mexico. Ho said tho true
history of that war was yet to lie written. All the attemptsso far had been unequal to the subject. Space
forbids our following him further. The lecture was

throughout of unequalled interest, and the speaker was

silutcd at its close with the most lively demons! rations
of applause."
THE PARAO'UA Y EXPEDITES. MOBA HIE

SETTLEMENT OE THE DIFFICULTY.

[From tho Correspontlouco of iho Now York HoruM, Diicikm Ayros
January 27 J

The steamer Primer Argentlno, from up the river, is
just In, the British packet starts in three hours, and I
have just time to inform y»u of the following facts

Judge Bowlin, our Commissioner, started up the Hver
for Asuncion on the 2d inst., on hoard the United States
steamer Fulton. He was stopped at the fort of Itapervu,and informed that by a law or decree then in force
no armed vessel was allowed to ascend the liver Para
guay. Judge Bowlin answered tho oflicor in command
that he came in the name of and duly authorised by the
Unitod States of America, for the purpose of concluding
a treaty wifh Paraguay, and to seek, i>eaconbly, "indem
lilt7 for the post and security for the future/' Whilst
communications were luring Interchanged betweenOommls
sinner Bowlln ami the commander of the fort Itupcrru the
plenipotentiaries sent by the Paraguayan government arrived,and proposed an adjournment to the neutral city of
Corrientes, in the Argentine republic. They -expressed,
on the part of their government, the most anxious desire
for a fair, just, and peaceable arrangement with the governmentof the United States ; and, further, tlint they
were authorised to grant to tlie United States a treaty
similar to those at present existing between lliclr govern
inent and t he governments of England, Franco, and Sardinia; and, furthermore, to leave to arbitration any and
all such claims as the United State* or any of its citizens
plight have against the go\< in meat of PawfWttl't
ttowlin replied tliat, suuii being the case, he would not

then nolo ij poeHiye answer, but would meet the aforesaidplenipotentiaries at the said city of Corricntcs within
thirty days.
On the sOI.fi Inst, .fudge JVnvlin left for the city of Pacan*,whew our new minister, |(ori. lien. U. Yancey, resides-b<U'h is the state of our Paraguayan i xpe<||tiop gp

to the present moment.
The steamer Southern Klpr and sloop Prehle left for up

the river from Montevideo ou the 2lit ipst.

THK A I'STKIA OFF1L1M J/l&OBf Of TBK
QrAIiUtL. W Jr

The Frankfort Join oal of ttia btli instant publisher Iho
following despatch, which wan forwarded uu the 2Hth of
February lust by the Austriuu Minister of Foreign Affairsto Count Appony, the Austrian minister at London:

Lord A. Luftus has confidentially rcul to mo a despatch
iu which Lord Muluiesbury s'utca thut the British governmentcannot, to its great legist, regard as dispelled
the lours of Wat nnroiui start- the rrvmmeriotminnt of the
year, ami that he consequently feela himself obliged not
to relax bin elToiU to prevent a conflagration which cer1tuinly would not remain limited to Italy.
The circular despatch addressed I>y Count Cavour to

the >mrdiniuii missions ou the subject of the loan which
the I'iedluonteae government wishes to ccntract, with a
view to military preparations, otters, according to the
opinion of Lord Muliuesbury, a fuvorahle op|K>rtonity to
renew friendly eouusels to both parlies
The British cabinet, without adopting the grounds of

that circular, which tend to justify the loan on account
of the threatening attitude Austria is said to have assumedou the i'ieduiontuse frontier, seems to attach importanceto ascertain the view we take of that document,
and to acquire tin conviction that we have no intention
of attar king Sardinia and that, on the contrary, we
should feel inclined to give our hand to the Pieduionteso
government, sir as to allow both |Htrliesto withdraw their
troops from the respective frontiers.
We are fully able to appreciate then friendly overtures,and wu w'liiugly unite ourselves with thu British

government in its endeavors to spare thu world, it It is
possible, the horrors of a general conflagration We are

glad, therefore, to have the opportunity of entering Into
the subject at length, and we hope to make our pacific in
ten lions perfectly clear.
What are the complaiuts brought against us in Count

Cuvour's circular f They are to he found in the protests
issued by that minister aguinst tire preponderating influencewhich, according to liiin, Austria exercises in
Italy beyond the limits which treaties huve assigned her,
and which constitute a permanent mcouce against Sardinia.

Let us examine closer this strange accusation. I limy
be wrong, but 1 believe it to be In the nature of things
that great political bodies will always be culled upon to
exeicise a certain influence on neighboring States. What
is <mportaiit to the general interests is that such influence
should never be usurped or abused to the detriment of
the independence of another State.

Austria bus more than once been in u position to offer
a helping bund to the Italian govern mi nts ovcrthiown
by revolution. Tlnit assistance lias never been forced
upon any one ; on the contrary, it lias only been accordedat the request of legitimate authority, and with the
disinterested view of maintaining public order and tranquillity.Our troops have always been withdrawn as
soon as the legitimate uutboiity has been re-established
with sufticieiit In unicss to enable it to dispense with their
assistance. Count Cavour need not go far back In the
history of his couutiy to iind an example of services like
these rendered by Austria to the dynasty of Savoy. At
that time, it is true, tiro modern theories of public right
which Count Cavour lias iutroduecd had not yet taken
deep root in l'iediuoiit.
We will not stop to examine in detail the absurd reproachthat hits been urged ugniiist us as to the confidence

which it is safe for our neighbors to feel in the integrity
of our intentions, and what has been added with regard
to the treaties which exist between ourselves and certain
Italian hiatus does not appear to us to be worthy of uuy
more serious consideration.
What can there be to iind fault with in, or what cau lie

more unavailable 011 the score of po^u'ar right, or mine
conducive to the general interests of order and peace,
ill!.,, ll.S ill" I rmiliuu I...1 1

exclusively in the intercut of legitimate defence, imposing
reciprocal obligations on both the contracting powers,
anil not influencing in the slightest degree the rights of any
third power 1 Hut, although these treati< s 4'e not in any
way opposed to the principle of public right, we can well
Understand that they are of a nature most obstructive to
the ambitious views of a government which, not content
with being absolute within its own dominions, endeavors
to assume tire character of the privileged organ of the
pretended sorrows of Italy, and arrogates to itself the
right, disavowed by every other ituliau government, of
speaking irt tire name of the whole peninsula. Although
Count Cuvour admits the right of appealing to foreign nid
when that aid is invokcJ in the interest of discord, lie deniesit to legitimate governments which really have anris
sion to watch over public trumpiillity and guard the interestsof their peaceable subjects ; and these strange principlesarc proclaimed by the cabinet of Turin at a moment
when relying for support in its aggressive designs on a
great neighboring power.

These contradictions are too self-evident to ullow the
slightest doubt to obtain that the complaints of the abuse
of Austria's influence are hut vuiu and empty pretexts.What may be true in these declamations is t Is is in lh4S
the King of Sardinia invaded l/nnburdy without a declarationof war, and without being able to justify that tup
turo of peace except on the grounds of the national senti
ment, which urged liiui to come to the aid of his oppressedbrethren. The unjngt ugg'.ussor was repulsed in two
victorious campaigns. Austria took advantage of the
fruits of her victory with a moderation which Europe has
rendered justice to. Peace once signed, we took, it for
granted. On the other hand, a third att/'mp' uovor left
the programme of the Turin Wiiilo awaiting a
favorable mot".'*o 'to invade us again, Piedmont kept up
an ubderhund war against us by allowing free vent to
calumny and insult in a licentious press, which made appeal;to revolt, addressed to the populations of other
Italian States, and by hostile demonstrations of every de
scrlptlon.
When only two years after be had ascended the thropc

our august muster, the Emperor, visited his Italian dominions,marking his way by acts of gruce and benevolence,the l'iedmontese press redoubled the fury of its at
tucks, and in it.s madness even offered a defence of regicide.It was then that wc asked <>f tl\e Turin governmentthe simple question, wlv.d guarantees It could offer
mi ixrailwl «lu> .J «>-

- ...... J,ui.>."11 "1 11 nunc 111 LIIUig>t HO UI'BH UCtivet'l the good fooling which we wished to subsist betweenthe two governments and it is this moderate languagewhich Count Cavour speaks of as an attempt on
our p ut to force upop his government a modification of
the institutions of fps country.The Emperor's charge d'attains was recalled front
Turin that he might no longer bo an ocular witness of
an abnormal state of things which the I'iedmontcse governmentdeclined to remedy, lint this suspension of diplomaticrelations did not prevent us from continuing, us
before, to concert such meosuses with the l'icdtnuutose
government as were of a nature to favor and develop intercourseand commercial relations In a word, friendlyrelations between the two countries.

Despite these good Intentions and constant moderation.
despite our inexhaustible patience fanatical cries of war
were shouted across the Tessin, especially since the commencementof the present year.

In consequence of the agitation produced by the warliketone of the royal speech on the oriet^nj; of the l'iedniontvseI'arliument an agitation which the subsequentministerial explanations were certainly not calculated to
allay the imperial government decided upon sendingreinforcements into the Iximb&rdo-Venetian kingdom.This inensuro, dictated by the most ootntnon prudence,
was one (>f a purely defensive nature. The assertion of
Count flavour, that it was a hostile imm inent directed
against Sardinia, lias as little foundation as his other as
seition that the garrisons of Rologne and Aucona tiad been
reinforced.

Tliis Is, in a lew words, the present )iositioii of affairs.
In all honor, wo ask, what can we do to improve it f
Would it be possible to carry moderation and forbear
ancc further than wo have done ? And powers such us
Great Britain who strive for peace sq uuxiously and so
honorably, will they not feel themselves called upon to
stop the s nircc of the evil by liiinging Piedmont to a
more sane appreciation of her rights and infyipnWonulduties? Lot their united efforts preypnt the cabinet of
Turin from continuing its aggressive conduct, in which
it has lor souie years persisted, abusing the good nature
of Europe, and, we do not doubt it, the result would lie

mm |n»T ill Ilir >' si (>| the pcnihKUlll, HOW
banished by the continual irritation caused by tlic cabinetof Turin.

Ijet us at oucu anticipate an objection ninth we fore
gee.The discontent of n portion of the populations, especiallyin Central and Southern Italy, baa, we ahall be

told, its pi iiifipal source In the maladministration of
the govriiminlM.

While deny! g fhe thousand calumnies by which attemptsare made to excite public opinion against fluwe
government*, wo do not tpean to say that everything is
perfect in Ifiti ur^aui.Oioii and adininiKtrative system of
tiiime countries. Even whore the institutions are ntost
excellent, we must allow n wide margin for Hie imperfectmanner in which llicy are v(MTlf4 Out 'f'lie mostdifferent »< steals l*wV« u"«" BWctiapd in turn. in const|nuenee of the introduction of institutions which operateadmirably wheat they have been develop',4 altd matured
by centuries, |juf Itl)|fh d" not to lie homogeneous
to the lulmt, tnu|iti<ms and social condition of the Italians,<V,pV'ri^T> wx* of anarchy und disorder hnvc oc
ciirred |n the Italian peninsula. It was w>t tlie counaels
of Austria wbi< h led to tfc we *ad pages of the modem

histoiy of Italy. On the other hand, we have alwaysliankly applauded every walked improvement in a plat,tical point of view ; we have always welcomed with satUlaoliou, and favored to the uiost of our influence, ovenwell-meantprogress. When consulted we have gheuour opinion conscientiously, after a mature examinationof the circumstances. ' » *>
'1'hoae measures may not always have produced all thegood which ui ght have been expected from them But

who dare throw the whole responsibility upon the is ts of
the governments. It is tin established truth that in the
present day every government, great or small, has greatdifficulties to conteud against. We have shown above
that liberty as understood in I'iedmMlt- a liberty which
borders upon licentiousness and a total dUr«*kr4 ... »n-

right* of other*.Is not without serious inconvenience
for the utighhoiiug Htates We do not the lew iwiinil
that Piedmont U the heat judge of what system of gov|eruuieut is heat suited to hut. Hut, however tuueh we
may res[»eet its independence, we should not think our
selves justified in imposing ou other Italian States n systeiu of government or pointing out the pro|ier moment
for iutrodueiug improvements of which that system
might l>e susceptible
However this may be, the great argument brought for1Ward against the l'apal guvermneut is, that it is nuuhle

to support itself, and is obliged to rely on foreign assist
ante. To this wu reply tliat the cabinet of the Vatican
has ahead) entered into negotiations with both Austria
and France, with a view to tire evacuation of tiie l'apalStates by the troops of their countries, and the gradualregeneration of the l'outitical army.
By giving armed support to the sovereign Pontiff,driven away by the revolution, Austria and France rendereda great service to the iutcresta of social order The

temporal sovereignty of the Holy Father is one of the
guarantees of tire free exercise of his iqiostollc mission,and of the independence of the spiritual head of the Colli
olic Church, lint when the l'ontiIleal government shall
declare that Ihe reorganisation of Its army has made sufficientptogtess to suffice for the vvunts of order and internalsafety, the Emperor, our august master, will lie happyto lie able to recall his troops, because lie will see in
this result a new pledge of the paternal solicitude which
the Holy Father will devote equally to the successive im
proveinent of other blanches of the public aavvicv.

Let us, howev er, not overlook that the difficulties which
the Pontifical government will meet with in the acooui
plishineut of its task arise far less from internal causes
than from revolutionary elements, influences, and excitementsfrom abroad. To entertain a hope for a promptand happy result in this quarter, nothing is so indtopensable, 1 repeat it, as to make Piedmont respect the iiuhpcudcuccof other Italian States, as its own Independence
is res|ifceted by them and by us within the limits prescribedby treaties.

It will only be when this result has been obtained that
the Pontifical government and the other Italian govern
incuts can seriously occupy themselves with reforms in
their internal administration Ami then the friend yadvice of Austria, who is more interested than unyother power in the welfare and prosperity of the Italian
peninsula, Hhull not he found wanting in the right direction.

1 charge your excellency to submit these considerations
to the enlightened appreciation of the British cabinet.
We feel too much the immense responsibility which Ei
the eyes of Hud aud man, will weigh upon those who,without legitimate cause, should disturb the peace of Eu
rope, not to attach the highest importance Most a friend
and ally like the government of Great lUltaiu should bo
fullv made aware of our nacille intentions. ;

Austria does not entertain any hostile prbject agaiu»tPiedmont. She will abstain, despite tho just grievance*
she might advance in justification, from any aggressive
action, so long as, on its part, the Hardinion government
respects the inviolability of the imperial territory and
that of its ullies.

Vour excellency is authorised to assure Lord Mahuosburythat the Emperor, our august master, will not un
sheath the sword except in the dcfeucc of his iiulisptUa
hie rights, and for the maintenance ot treaties which,
liki the British government, wo consider the only safe
guarantee of public order.

FJtOM CHINA.- FURTHER DIFFICULTIES BETWEENrue ENGLISH AND THE CHINESE.

[t'rom tho Corr:- t|X>n(lon(A3 of tlu llosum llcruhl tm board U.
S. slaattHhip Mis.-4U.sii>|>i ut Whinupoa, Jan. ISUi.J

in my last letter I gave you to understand that I probablyshould not trouble yon more than ouce more befovu
our departure for home, but, us it turns out, we are all
liable to mistakes, and amnot tell what u day may bringforth. While we have boon flattering ourselves that the
hostilities betwe en the contending paities wero at an end,
new and sudden cause* have broken out which have calledfor the use of powder, shot, and shell, and many a
noble fellow has been made to kiss the earth. Kluoe myla-t letter new difficulties have taken place in Can neighborhoodof that doomed city, Canton. A few days ago,
Gen. Strnubenzoe, oonmiandcr-in-cliief of ti e English
forces in Canton, with a party of gentleman, took it into
their heads to have a frolic about ten miles from Canton,
near a place called the Ninety-Six W.ages, and in tho
vicinity of what is called the Whitr> Mountain*. While
tlrey were enjoying themselves, tbb braves of one of tho
viilages1 for-some cause or other, attacked the parly witli
fiingijis, which, however, di'l no injury. For this insult
tire general and Admiral Eeymour decided to attack tinvillageand level it to the 'ground, and accordingly additionalgun-boats, troops, and sailors were sent up here
from Hong-Kong. Saturday, thu &th Instant, vus tho
day decided upon for the attack, and on the evening precedingtwo hundred sailors and marines, with field
pieces, left the ftuylW) frigate Cambrian, lying hero, ami
proceeded to the hociic of nctiun. At fi, n. in., on tin*
day appointed, the gun-boats commenced boiuliurding the
villages, and kept it up over three hours, nuking aid
havoc among the dwellings of the inhabitants.

After the Uwnbardmeut, the General, aided by Colonel
fjollov.ny, landed with two thousand men and two bun

i died artillerists, when a regular battle ensued ts tween
them and the brave., the result of which was the defeat
of the latter XC'h u loss of one hundred and lift v. The
lose, of the English is reported t<> lw t ;u killed and a large

f number of wounded- It Is thought, however, that th®
English loss was much more severe. After the fight tlio

r village was fired and every dwelling destroyed. The gen!oral impression liere among all Europeans is, that the insultoffered to the General and his party was not of a
nature to warrant such a severe punishment. In fact, it
is thought that the General bad no good reason to ventureinto tin; country amongst these infuriated people,
and it looks ns If it was done on purpose to keep up tlio
rjuarrel with the Chinese people with a view of breaking
the late treaty, for the English dislike the idea of giving 1
up Canton and are desirous, if possible, to get the city
in to their solo possession. It is pretty certain that Hen.
Stauliensae und Admiral Seymour have not won any new
laurels for themselves in tludv lust act hi the Chinese
waters.

1 am soiry tu Vvoord the fact that another Mirsachusett#
ship,, the Live Yankee, of Boston, C'apt. Thormlike, ha»
lately sailed from Macon with eleven hundred coolies I
for Havana. The coolie trado is equally »s had as tho
African slave trade, yet all of the ships, or nearly all of
them, engaged in this new traffic hail from moral Mnnta
cl\usytU, that dear Christian State which cried so -ai" !i
for poor, " bleeding Kansas." Would it not lie well for
Massachusetts to have Copt. Thorndike arrested, as die
late Minister (Heed) to China from our government, de
clared tlie traffic in coolies to lie as criminal us the African
slave trade.
The French squadron have LoinUirded. ami taken possessionof several smnll towns and villages along the seashoreand up the river in Cochin China. At Inst account#

the squadron was awaiting reinforcements, wlien an at
tempt will lie mode to proceed into the interior and capturesome of the enemy'I strongholds.
The English frigates, the ltetribution and Cruiser, aw

iitiiun: m viu> lanKiseiuang, and nil efforts to get them as
(fff have thus far proved fruitless. They will be oblip<-<l V
to remaiu where they are, guarded hy their crews, until H
the spring tides, when they will probably be got oft If
lord Elgin has arrived at Klianglino from up the river. gOn his way down Ids gun-bout was ftred into by the B
rebels, and an officer and ouo sailor wounded. For tbio B
outrage Ids lords!dp caused as many of the foits as could §9be roached to bo blown up. Tiro rebel forces arc multi- |plying daily, and their movements nro not only a terror B
to the Chinese, but to the Rurapenn residents. Treaties I
have been made between the fbnr great powers and tins B
country, but you may rest assured that the difficulties in
this country are not yet over with; iu fact, they have not B
yet fairly shown themselves. The country, or a largu
pirtion of it, is in possession of the rebels ; while, on tlu> jother hand, the Chinese people are deadly opposed toall B
foreigners. The braves, vvlio fougiit so gallantly at the |fall of Cantor;, are estimated at fifty thousand strong, an4' B
they are ready and willing to fight all outside barbarian* B
An iustancc of Chinese treachery occurred a few day* B
since. One of our Wats proceeded up the river, and tb»
inert landed a few miles from Whampan, when they were i
wet bj a larg< Ixsij of ihi natives, w lu> attemph .1 |seise and cut off a half dozen Yankee heads, but the men |sueeeoded hi reaching their IHint in safety. |The 0O»mencement of the New Year was duly cele- B
hiab'd on board of the good old Mississippi. In the eve
uiug we had a theatrical performance, a temporary » «?'' B
being erected for the occasion, and the ship beautifully B

^


